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Teacher’s Remarks:
Nicolas, a newcomer in the class, has a lot to do if he 
wants to achieve the as yet unrealized promises made by his 
predecessor. Nicolas has already committed to meet the 0.7% 
goal by 2015, in line with European Union commitments. Let’s 
hope he will keep to his word. All the more so, as consistent 
growth in aid (0.47% in 2006) is largely linked to the economic 
situation; “offi cial” ODA is based on a heterogeneous and 
questionable set of data, which doesn’t refl ect ‘real’ aid 
spending. This ‘eyewash’ aid presents an infl ated view of the 
funds allocated to education because it includes university 
fees. Furthermore, the fi nancing doesn’t respond adequately to 
the crucial needs of the poorest countries and populations. 
However, some brave efforts have been made in the primary 
education sector; Nicolas will need to support these efforts 
without neglecting the key issues of post-primary education 
and vocational training. Nicolas could make the most of the 
French presidency of the EU (2nd half 2008) to include this 
crucial subject in the discussions, especially since it will 
coincide with the Human Rights Declaration 6oth anniversary.

Country France
Head Of 
Government Nicolas Sarkozy
Overall Mark 43/100
Overall Grade D
Position In 
Donor Class 12th
Meeting the Internationally Recognised Aid Target C
Providing A Fair Share Of the Funding Needed For 
Universal Primary Education C
Committing to the Fast Track Initiative D
Focusing On Poorest Countries Where Girls Most 
Lack Access To Education F
Providing High Quality Aid to Education C
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