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Dear GCE member,

We are pleased to present to you the Resource Pack for Global Action Week 2011.

For the past eight years, you have campaigned and called on governments to fulfil their promises on EFA. Progress has been made. In some cases, the net enrolment ratios have risen to 100 per cent, in other cases, progress has been slower in improving enrolment ratios of girls. An example of the latter is a decision by the government of the United Arab Emirates UAE) to enrol all Iraqi children free of charge in schools in the Emirates. By 2009, 59[footnoteRef:2] countries had reached 50:50 parity in school enrolments, but there still remains a challenge in keeping girls in school and learning.  [2:  UNESCO ] 


In 2011, as in years past, we have the monumental task of being the voice for the voiceless by increasing the tempo of our demands from governments. While we understand it is the duty of governments to ensure that everyone has an education, it is our duty to keep reminding governments not only of their commitments but also of their obligations towards ensuring education for all.

The theme for 2011 is “Women and Girls’ Education”.
The Slogan is “It’s a Right, Make it Right: Education for Girls and Women Now!”
The Sub slogan is “Yes She Can”
The action is “The Big Story”

We should be proud that our movement has grown over the years, with more and more people calling for positive changes in education. We cannot underestimate the power that numbers have in ensuring that decision makers’ lend an ear to our demands.  With this theme we have an even bigger chance to increase the numbers of participants as we are hoping to reach out to the women’s movement to find synergies between their work and this GAW.

As time runs out before 2015, we also need to strengthen our advocacy strategies to ensure that we get firm commitments upon which we can hold our governments accountable throughout the year. It is for the above reason that in 2011, our advocacy focus will be heavily weighted towards policy change. It is not enough to raise awareness; this must be followed by demands for firm and strong commitments towards change.

We have produced a list of global policy demands which should lead us in the direction we would like to go by 2015 and beyond. These demands should not in any way restrict you from formulating more demands that are relevant to your context.  We are therefore asking that in 2011, each country sharpens and prioritises its demands to ensure that we have a set of asks for governments and an agenda that could be followed up throughout the year. One of the ways to do this is to identify at least two burning issues around women and girls’ education in your country and follow through with an advocacy plan that will elicit a positive response from your government. This strategy is especially relevant for countries in the south and for those in the north, this can be adapted to focus on aid flows and innovative finance through various channels throughout the year.

We have grown the movement through the 1GOAL campaign in 2010. We must use the momentum raised during this campaign to keep national campaigns going by using every tool at our disposal not only to be heard, but also to have our demands responded to. 

This is the second mailing about the 2011 Global Action Week. You should have already received the Planning Pack sent out in August/September - if not please download it from our website www.campaignforeducation.org or contact me (muleya@campaignforeducation.org).In this Resource Pack we will provide you some systematic guidelines on how you can make your national campaign more effective. This is by no means an exhaustive list of guidelines or actions, but meant to be supplementary to your own national efforts. The third and final pack: the Media Pack containing more details online resources, the template Global Big Story and further materials will be available in January 2011. 

In this pack you will find:

· Members Policy-Brief – some background information on the status of women and girls education
· Overall Policy Demands for Global Action Week 
· An information Sheet – a summary of the global action in 2011: the Big Story
· Big Story Questions and Answers
· Key Messages
· A School /Local Groups Pack – for you to amend and send to as many schools and local groups as possible. It includes all the information they need to take part in the Big Story event and how to register their participation. It contains a cover letter, a registration form, a Q&A sheet (with information on online  registration and Validation Forms).
· Dossier Guide – a plan for creating a dossier to present to the government during Global Action Week.

Other resources to follow include: 
· Materials with editable designs for your use will be sent differently and will be accessible on line. Details of these will be given to you as soon as possible. 
· A Communications & Resource Pack available in January 2011
· An advocacy guide for how you can use Action Week to achieve maximum change

If you have questions at all please contact me.  We hope that the preparations go well and we will be in touch in January 2011 with the final mailing. Together, next May, let us mobilize as many people as possible and remind politicians of their promises.

Best Wishes,

Muleya Mwananyanda
Global Action Week Coordinator

SECTION A: Women and Girl’s Education Policy Brief

There is no tool for development more effective than the education of girls
(Kofi Annan, former UN Secretary General)

Education, particularly that of girls, has many profound impacts on the development of a country. It is key to individual opportunity and national growth and the dignity of self reliance ... No country has lifted itself out of poverty without educating its people ... Education is therefore one of the best investments the world can make.
(Shriti Vadera 2007, former International Development Minister, UK)

Women and girls’ education: introduction
Across the world, 69 million children do not go to primary school. 54% are girls. Once in school, girls are faced with numerous challenges and are more likely than boys to stop attending before they complete primary education. Girls also have significantly less chance of progressing to secondary school in many parts of the world. Of the 759 million adults lacking literacy skills, two-thirds are women – a share that has actually increased slightly over the last decade. Poor and marginalised women and girls are disproportionately affected, with factors such ethnicity, disability and location dramatically worsening a girl’s chance of entering and completing school. These facts highlight a scandalous denial of human rights. 

	Nigeria
Nigeria has 8.2 million children of primary school age that do not go to school; this is the highest number for any country in the world. Many things prevent children from going to school – and gender is a very significant factor. 68% of boys enrol in primary school compared to 58% of girls. When the effect of gender is combined with wealth, location and ethnicity then the impact is exacerbated. The extent of this becomes clear by considering the average number of years that different groups of children spend in school. Overall, the average amount of time that a child in Nigeria spends in schooling is six and a half years. Wealthy boys and girls who live in urban areas spend an average of ten years in school – compared with just three years for poor females living in rural areas. Over half of those marginalised from education are Hausa speakers – a group that makes up only one-fifth of the total population. When all of these things are combined together the most disadvantaged group of all becomes apparent: Hausa girls who come from poor families and live in rural areas each spend an average of less than six months in school. 



This briefing explains what happens when girls get the opportunity to have good quality education, and how it affects both their individual life chances and capacity to contribute to economic and social development. It also highlights the factors that keep girls marginalised, and what can be done to get more girls in the classroom and learning the skills that can transform their lives. It also highlights effective measures to give second chance learning to women who have missed out. 

· Girls who go to school have higher self-esteem and are less likely to suffer violence and be vulnerable to exploitation. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  http://www.unicef.org/mdg/maternal.html] 

· Women who have been to school are more able to resist violence and abuse. [footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Sen, P. 1999. Enhancing women’s choices in responding to domestic violence in Calcutta:
a comparison of employment and education. European Journal of Development Research 11, 2 p.65–86.] 

· Educating girls and reducing the gender gap promotes democracy. [footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Barro 1999. Determinants of democracy. Journal of Political Economy 107, 6 p.158–83.] 

· Increased female education both empowers individual women and also, through their increased agency, acts ‘to improve the well-being of their children and help transform society itself’. [footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Herz and Sperling, 2004 p.5. What works in girls’ education – evidence and policies from the developing world. Council on foreign relations.] 


	Country examples 
In Pakistan 73% of boys enrol compared to only 57% of girls. [footnoteRef:7] In Malawi only 18% of children who enrol in school manage to complete primary education. Boys have a much higher chance of completing their schooling than girls. Of those that enrol, 22.3% of boys complete primary compared to 13.8% of girls. [footnoteRef:8] In Burundi 37.8% of children that enrol manage to complete primary education. Once again, boys have a much greater chance with 44.9% of them completing compared to 27.3% of girls. [footnoteRef:9] [7:  GMR 2010]  [8:  GMR 2010]  [9:  GMR 2010] 




Literacy reduces gender inequality
Literacy increases women’s participation in both private and public spheres, in household decision-making, community affairs and as active citizens in national life. Adult literacy programmes have a dramatic impact on women’s self-esteem, empowering them to unlock economic, social, cultural and political resources[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  Pant, R 2005. The Social Benefits of Literacy. Background Paper for the Education For All Global Monitoring Report 2006.] 


Education enables girls and women to improve their livelihoods
Widespread research demonstrates that investing in girls’ education is an effective route to ensuring both long term economic growth and sustainable social development. [footnoteRef:11] [footnoteRef:12] One extra year of primary school boosts a girl’s eventual wages by 10-20%. [footnoteRef:13] Women and girls also make good use of the money they earn, reinvesting 90% into their families compared to only 30-40% for men. [footnoteRef:14] Increasing women’s education also increases national growth, a 1% increase in the number of women with secondary education can increase a country’s annual per capital income growth by an average of 0.3 percentage points.[footnoteRef:15] [11:  Dollar, D., and Gatti, R., 1999. Gender Equality, Income and Growth: Are good times good for women? World Bank Policy Research Report on Gender and Development, Working Paper Series No.1 Washington DC]  [12:  See: http://www.girleffect.org/]  [13:   Psacharaopoulos and Patrinos 2002, Returns to Investment in Education: A Further Update. Policy Research Working Paper 2881, Washington DC: World Bank]  [14:  Fortson, C., 2003. Women’s Rights Vital For Developing World. Yale News Daily]  [15:  PLAN 2008. Paying the price: The economic cost of failing to educate girls, PLAN: Children in Focus ] 


Recent research from PLAN estimates the economic cost incurred when girls are not educated to the same standard as boys: ‘The economic cost to 65 low and middle income and transitional countries of failing to educate girls to the same standard as boys as a staggering USD 92 billion each year. This is just less than the USD 103bn annual overseas development aid budget of the developed world.’ [footnoteRef:16]  [16:  PLAN (2008). Paying the price: The economic cost of failing to educate girls, PLAN: Children in Focus ] 

Having assessed data from over 100 countries over a period of three decades, another comprehensive study concluded that societies that do not invest in girls pay a price for it in terms of slower growth and reduced income.[footnoteRef:17] [footnoteRef:18]  [17:  Dollar, D., and Gatti, R., 1999. Gender Equality, Income and Growth: Are good times good for women? World Bank Policy Research Report on Gender and Development, Working Paper Series No.1 Washington DC]  [18:  See: http://www.girleffect.org/] 


Education protects girls against Female Genital Mutilation
The children of educated mothers are well protected against Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C). Women who have had the chance to go to school are less likely to have circumcised daughters compared to those with no schooling:
· In the Ivory Coast, girls are five times less likely to undergo FGM/C if their mothers have gone to school. [footnoteRef:19] [19:  UNICEF 2005a Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting - a statistical exploration http://www.unicef.org/publications/files/FGM-C_final_10_October.pdf] 

· In Tanzania, girls are three and a half times less likely to undergo FGM/C if their mothers have gone to school. [footnoteRef:20] [20:  ibid] 

· In Kenya, girls are two and a half times less likely to undergo FGM/C if their mothers have gone to school. [footnoteRef:21] [21:  ibid] 

Circumcision levels are also generally higher among women with less education, indicating that circumcised girls are also likely to grow up with lower levels of education attainment. [footnoteRef:22] [22:  ibid] 


Education protects girls against HIV
Children who complete primary education are less than half as likely to be infected with HIV compared with those who have not attended school. [footnoteRef:23] For a girl in Africa the impact of education is even greater – completing basic education makes her three times less likely to contract HIV. [footnoteRef:24] Girls who go to school become sexually active later and are more likely to require their partners to use condoms. [footnoteRef:25] All of these things mean that if every child across the world received basic education 700,000 cases of HIV could be prevented each year. [footnoteRef:26] [23:  Global Aids Alliance Education and HIV/AIDS factsheet http://www.globalaidsalliance.org/page/-/PDFs/Education_factsheet_new.pdf]  [24:  http://camfed.org/]  [25:  Teach a Child, Transform a Nation (2004) http://www.un-ngls.org/orf/cso/TeachV1.pdf]  [26:  Global Campaign for Education] 

· Among 15-18 year old girls in Zimbabwe, those who are enrolled in school are more than five times less likely to have HIV than those who have dropped out. [footnoteRef:27] [27:  Global Coalition on Women and AIDS] 

· Research conducted in Swaziland found that 70% of out-of-school youths were sexually active whereas only 30% of in-school youths were sexually active [footnoteRef:28]  [28:  Whiteside et al. (2003) What is driving the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Swaziland? Durban: South Africa, Health Economics and HIV/AIDS Research Division, University of Natal.] 

· A study in Zambia established that HIV spreads twice as fast among girls who have not been to school. [footnoteRef:29] [29:  Vandemoortele and Delamonica, 2000. Education ‘vaccine’ against HIV/AIDS. Current Issues in Comparative Education 3, 1.] 


Education makes motherhood safer
Getting a girl into school has a positive impact throughout the course of her life and transforms the opportunities available to her. Compared to someone denied access to education, a woman who has gone to school has more control over her reproductive life. She is more likely to use contraception and is therefore able to space her pregnancies at healthy intervals. [footnoteRef:30] Education also affects fertility rates: women with seven or more years of schooling have between two and four fewer children than women who have not been to school. [footnoteRef:31] [footnoteRef:32] [footnoteRef:33] Conversely, missing one year of primary education increases the total fertility of a woman by between 0.3 and 0.5 children.[footnoteRef:34] [footnoteRef:35] [30:  Abu-Ghaida and Klasen (2004) The Costs of Missing the Millennium Development Goal
on Gender Equity, World Development, 32 (7), 1075-1107.]  [31:  World Bank (1993) World Development Report. Oxford University Press.]  [32:  Colclough and Lewin (1993) Educating All the Children: Strategies for Primary Schooling in the South.]  [33:  Summers (1994) Investing in All the People: Educating Women in Developing Countries. Seminar Paper 45. ]  [34:  Abu-Ghaida and Klasen (2004) The Costs of Missing the Millennium Development Goal
on Gender Equity, World Development, 32 (7), 1075-1107.]  [35:  Schultz (1997) Demand for Children in Low Income Countries. In Handbook of Population and Family Economics. ] 


A mother’s education also has significant impact on the life chances of her children. Research across developing countries has demonstrated consistently that infant and child health suffers because of a mother’s lack of education.[footnoteRef:36] [footnoteRef:37] Educated women have lower incidences of low birth-weight babies, infant death, infant malnutrition, and drastically higher chances of surviving childbirth themselves. [footnoteRef:38] The correlation between parental education and child mortality has been extensively documented. ‘In almost all countries, child-death rates are inversely related to the level of maternal education’. [footnoteRef:39] [36:  Bicego and Boerma (1993), Maternal Education and Child Survival: A Comparative Study of Survey Data from 17 Countries, Social Science and Medicine 36, 9, 1207–27.]  [37:  Save The Children (2005) State of the world’s mothers]  [38:  Smith and Haddad (2000). Overcoming Child Malnutrition in Developing Countries: Past Achievement and Future Choices, Discussion Paper No.30, International Food Policy Research Institute]  [39:  Watkins (2001) Oxfam Education Report. Oxford: Oxfam] 

The more educated the mother, the healthier she and her child are likely to be. Children whose mothers who have completed basic education:
· Are 40% more likely to survive childhood compared to those whose mothers have not been to school. [footnoteRef:40] [40:  Ibid.] 

· Are more than twice as likely to go to school compared to the children of mothers who have not been to school. [footnoteRef:41] [41:  Ibid.] 

· Are 50% more likely to be immunised than the children of mothers who have not been to school. [footnoteRef:42] [42:  UNICEF http://www.unicef.org/mdg/gender.html] 

Uneducated mothers are also less likely to seek medical care during pregnancy. They are also less likely to use the simple and inexpensive measures during labour and immediately after childbirth that can reduce the transmission of HIV from mother to child by more than 50%. [footnoteRef:43] Conversely, women with some secondary schooling are three times more likely than uneducated women to know that HIV can be transmitted from mother to child. [footnoteRef:44] [43:  Vandemoortele and Delamonica (2000). Education Vaccine Against HIV/AIDS, Current Issues in Comparative Education, 3, 1.]  [44:  Teach a Child, Transform a Nation (2004) http://www.un-ngls.org/orf/cso/TeachV1.pdf] 


Education reduces early marriage
Education is a key to preventing child marriage. Studies across the developing world conclude that women with seven or more years of schooling get married an average of five years later than women with no schooling.  [footnoteRef:45] [footnoteRef:46] [footnoteRef:47]  [45:  World Bank (1993) World Development Report. Oxford University Press.]  [46:  Colclough and Lewin 1993. Educating All the Children: Strategies for Primary Schooling in the South.]  [47:  Summers 1994. Investing in All the People: Educating Women in Developing Countries. Seminar Paper 45. ] 

· In Senegal 20% of girls who have attended school are married by the age of 18, compared to 36% of girls with no schooling. [footnoteRef:48] [48:  UNICEF 2005. Early marriage: a harmful traditional practice – a statistical exploration.] 

· In Nicaragua, 16% of girls who have attended school get married before they are 18 compared to 45% of girls with no schooling. [footnoteRef:49] [49:  International Center for Research on Women, 2007. Too Young to Wed: Education & Action Toward Ending Child Marriage. http://www.icrw.org/docs/2006_cmtoolkit/cm_all.pdf] 

· In Mozambique, 10% of girls who have attended school get married before they are 18 compared to 60% of girls with no schooling. [footnoteRef:50] [50:  ibid] 


Education increases agricultural productivity & combats malnutrition
Girls’ education is a powerful tool in eliminating needless hunger. Gains in girls’ education have had a significant impact on reducing malnutrition across the globe. 
· Children who go to school are less susceptible to malnutrition and disease. A 63-country study found that more productive farming due to increased female education accounted for 43% of the reduction in malnutrition achieved between 1970 and 1995. [footnoteRef:51] [51:  Smith and Haddad 1999. Explaining Child Malnutrition in Developing Countries: a cross country analysis. International Food Policy research Institute (IFPRI). Food Consumption and Nutrition Division Discussion Paper 60.] 


How to get more girls into school 
A wide range of factors prevent girls from accessing education and threatens their continued participation in school. Boys face many similar challenges but it is girls that are especially vulnerable. The research outlined above provides a compelling case for prioritising girls’ education when considering the overall national economic and social benefits. However, in order to be effective, the decision to educate girls has to be taken at the level of individual families and this is more challenging to communicate and operationalise. 

Address household poverty. Household poverty keeps many girls at home, out of school. If a family is poor then children are more likely to have to work – and girls are the most likely to have to do this. This can involve domestic chores such as cooking and cleaning, working in fields or looking after animals. In addition, many girls cannot attend school because of sickness in their family. When parents become sick and unable to work, especially because of HIV/AIDS, the burden of family work falls on children. Many children, particularly girls, have to drop out of school early and take on responsibilities such as preparing food and caring for younger siblings. Measures like stipends and school feeding programmes have been proven to encourage families to send their girl-children to school and improve completion rates[footnoteRef:52].  [52:  World Bank/UNFP 2009. Rethinking School Feeding: Social Safety Nets, Child Development, and the Education Sector. ] 


Build and equip more schools and reduce distance between school and home. In many rural regions, the most significant issue preventing children from attending is simply one of distance between home and school. Children have to walk many miles each day and extreme weather conditions often make this impossible. The walk to school can also be dangerous. Children are vulnerable to abuse and many parents prevent children, especially girls, from going to school because of fears for their safety.[footnoteRef:53]  One approach to tackling this challenge has been seen in Burkina Faso, where a network of ‘satellite schools’ have been established for the first three grades of primary school. These schools allow the youngest children to receive education close to their villages and then transition into established schools that are further away once they are older. In Egypt in the 1980’s constructing new schools in rural areas boosted girls’ enrolments by 60% and boys’ enrolments by 19%. [53:  Rugh, 2000. Starting now: strategies for helping girls complete primary.” SAGE Project. Washington, D.C.: Academy for Educational Development.] 


Hire women teachers. The presence of a female teacher can help girls and parents feel more confident in sending their daughters to school. In addition to protecting girls from potential abuse, having female teachers provides girls with role models. [footnoteRef:54] Increasing the number of female teachers has also been shown to increase enrolment. [footnoteRef:55] [54:  Herz and Sperling, 2004 p.67. What works in girls’ education – evidence and policies from the developing world. Council on foreign relations.]  [55:  Nilsson 2003. Education for All: Teacher Demand and Supply in Africa. Education International Working Paper No. 12. Brussels: Education International. ] 


Make education free and compulsory. ‘Making education free and compulsory is the keystone of any national plan to eliminate gender disparity in education and achieve universal education. Faced with an economically driven choice between sending sons or daughters to school, poor families often send their sons.’ [footnoteRef:56] With the introduction of free primary education in Uganda, total girls’ enrolments went from 63% to 83%. Enrolment among the poorest fifth of girls increased from 46% to 82%’. [footnoteRef:57]  [56:  UNICEF 2004 p.1. Strategies for girls’ education]  [57:  Herz and Sperling, 2004 p.9. What works in girls’ education – evidence and policies from the developing world. Council on foreign relations.] 


Acknowledge indirect fees. Even when education is theoretically free, there are often considerable indirect fees. These can include fees to ‘parent-teacher associations, charged to parents for having their children attend school. These indirect fees can also include such things as paying for escorts for girls to get to school, supplementing teacher salaries, or finding secure housing for female teachers to stay in rural communities to teach girls.’ [footnoteRef:58] [58:  Herz and Sperling, 2004 p.67. What works in girls’ education – evidence and policies from the developing world. Council on foreign relations.] 


Provide basic supplies. A study from Peru documents an intervention where simply providing textbooks raised girls’ enrolments by 30%. ‘When free textbooks were supplied to primary schools, controlling for other influences, girls were 30% more likely to enrol, but no effect was recorded for boys’ enrolments’. [footnoteRef:59]  [59:  King and Bellew, 1991. Gains in the Education of Peruvian Women, 1940–1980. ] 


Eliminate gender bias from textbooks. The effort to get girls to go to school is helped by eliminating gender bias from textbooks and learning material. [footnoteRef:60] [60:  UNICEF 2004. Strategies for girls’ education] 


Teach in the local language. When the language of instruction is not the same as the mother tongue then girls are often disadvantaged. This is because they are less likely to be exposed to social environments outside their immediate family. [footnoteRef:61] [61:  Bernard 2002. Lessons and implications from girls’ education activities: a synthesis from evaluations’ Working Paper Series, UNICEF.] 


Allow young mothers to come back to school. Girls who become pregnant are often prevented from going back to school after the birth of their child. There is need for policy change to re-admit girls, alongside challenging the stigma and associated bullying which also prevents girls from coming back to school. [footnoteRef:62]  [62:  Bernard 2002. Lessons and implications from girls’ education activities: a synthesis from evaluations’ Working Paper Series, UNICEF.] 


Protect from abuse in school. Although education protects girls, this is not always the case. Schools can be a site of abuse and violence and often this is sexual. If a school is thought to be a site of physical and/or sexual violence then parents will be reluctant to send children to school, and they will be reluctant to attend [footnoteRef:63] [63:  Hayward, 2003. Report on linkages between violence against women and girls and UNICEF’s medium-term strategic plan 2002-2005 priorities. ] 


Provide a national policy framework. Local initiatives to get girls into school work best when they are part of a government national policy framework that recognises the challenges that girls face in getting into and staying in school.


Good practice in adult literacy programmes for women

Target older people. Too often literacy initiatives are focused on youth and young adults, whereas the bulk of illiterate women are over 30 in many contexts. 

Invest enough in literacy. Good quality literacy programmes are inexpensive, yet even so governments spend shockingly low amounts on literacy. At least 3% of the education budget must be reserved for literacy initiatives.

Work cross-sectorally. Helping women access literacy opportunities may require a multi-faced effort across different Ministries, to ensure outreach to women and effective targeting of efforts. 

Ensure relevance. Focusing on women’s own literacy objectives, motivation and skills is known to have strong positive effects on outcomes. Addressing issues in the ‘literacy environment’ such as campaigning for newspapers to use local languages or texts help to ensure that literacy skills are more likely to be acquired and retained. Ensuring that literacy training is bilingual to give learners an active choice about the language in which they learn is also vital. Recruiting female literacy facilitators from the community also helps motivate women to participate. 

Literacy is a long game. Acquiring and using literacy skills is not a one-off activity but requires sustained learning and application. To prevent learners’ skills from degrading over time, policies and programmes must be defined to encourage sustained participation and celebrate progress. 




SECTION B: THE BIG STORY HANDBOOK (A guide to the Big Story in your country)

B1: INTRODUCTION

In 2011 the Global Campaign for Education is calling upon all governments to invest and commit to equity by ensuring that women and girls, along with men and boys have an equal chance at education.  The GCE firmly believes that governments have the know-how and resources to make sure everyone has the chance to learn.  All governments have a responsibility to make sure it happens.

The Big Story is the main action that the GCE is promoting in 2011. The action for this year will revolve around “story telling”. Women and Girls will tell their personal stories about the impact an education or the lack of it has had on their lives. We also want men and boys to tell their stories but for all of the stories to relate to women’s experiences and why all women and girls must have the right to a quality education.

The Big Story will comprise of everyone including, children, campaigners, celebrities, exceptional women, and the aim will be to reach out to decision makers at the highest level so that women and girls education gets the attention that it requires globally. We know that in some countries, this issue is less significant than in others, however, it is a serious issue in a large number of countries affecting millions of women and girls all over the world.


B2: BIG STORY ACTION SHEET

Context:
In 2010 just over 18 million people took part in the 1GOAL: Education for All campaign. During Action Week 11 million people called on governments across the globe to finance education.  The message was sent to governments by coalitions, campaigners, celebrities and sports enthusiasts.  As a result of our concerted campaign there was considerable media coverage and a number of far reaching commitments made during the 1GOAL campaign such as Australian Government massively increasing aid to basic education which if implemented well will see several million more children being able to go to school. Disbursements of these funds will be critical for EFA. 

2011 will also mark the 100 years of the celebration of International Women’s day. We have the opportunity to reach out to the women’s movement which has made major strides towards the recognition of women’s potential. Many countries have active women’s groups and it will be important to reach out to these.

Purpose:
In 2011, we need to redouble our efforts. Our focus is on women and girls’ education and specifically around the area of completion rather than just access. Our main objective is to influence governments to make urgent and major steps to increase funding for education, and ensuring that it contributes to gender equity in education. We are therefore aiming for high level participation and policy pledges in 2011. We would like you to as much as possible secure pledges from your governments which you can follow up on for the rest of the year.

That is why we want as many people as possible to take part in the Big Story. We would like children, teachers, adult learners, parents, celebrities, female role models and campaigners to take part in The Big Story.  We will then count the number of people who took part / listened to the big story as evidence of the number of people who participated in Action Week.  This involves listening to an inspiring story about why educating everyone including women who are often denied an education is important.  We want these stories to range from heroic efforts of girls who have travel long distances to schools (in spite of the odds) to get an education to those who have started an education but have had to stop it in order to either work at home as a result of a rise in fees or other such circumstances.  We will be looking at the CSEF programme and talking to partners about all the extraordinary girls and women who have managed to take huge strides in getting an education. We believe that giving women and girls a voice to be heard is itself an act of empowerment.

Campaigners will be required to find exceptional women in your community and show them as role models for decision makers; they are beating the system as the system is not working for them. These women can either tell a story about their life and how education has helped them get where there are or someone else can tell an inspiring story about such exceptional women.

The story can also touch aspects on how women can perform just as well as men if they are given an equal chance at education. At the end of the story telling event we want you to ask your governments for a simple declaration to provide concrete action on women and girls’ education. It is very important that you try to get this declaration.

The story can be told anywhere: halls, classrooms, public squares, Parliament buildings, offices or corporations etc. This should be done in conjunction with other activities that you may plan or those suggested in the planning pack that was sent to you earlier. 

As in the past, we want you to count the number of people at every gathering by collecting signatures and names (in appropriate cases).  In cases where names cannot be collected, it will be fine to just obtain the number which must be verified by someone chosen by the organising committee. We are encouraging everyone to validate their participation on line. Check the online section B.7 for details on how to do this.  For those who cannot validate on line we would encourage you to collate all your numbers and forward them either to the GCE secretariat by email, or send them to your national education coalition. Details of national education coalitions in your country can be found on line on the GCE website www.campaignforeduation.org

The Secretariat is working to get stories from female global figures. Their names and stories will soon be released to you so that you can use these to approach and motivate women in your own countries to come out with their own stories.

While we will be sending you information on global stories, we would like you to start making preparations as early as possible. The stages in making the Big Story a success at the national level are:

January 2011
1) Identify and reach out to organizations from the women’s movement. Discuss how the GAW could enhance what they are planning and how they would like to join the GAW We will be compiling a list of best practice and setting up a GAW Working Group for people to share ideas across national coalitions.
2) Decide on what the problem is around gender / education that you want to try and change as a result of GAW and what your strategy is to achieve this. Communicate your policy asks and your advocacy strategy to Muleya.  
3) Talk to decision makers in Government / Ministries about this problem and off the back of these insights think through what your advocacy / change objective around the GAW should be and who the target audience should be.  Think about how best to influence them; is it research / certain individuals / donors / celebrities?
4) With this in mind, plan your activity and think about how your Big Story will come to life in your location, linking it into your change strategy.  This could involve getting a list of celebrities, advocates, community role models (especially women and girls) to be part of the Big Story and think through how this could come to life.  This could be:
a. One national event where a Story is read to an audience of influential decision makers 
b. Events in schools which show breadth / scope of the demands for change
c. Online activity which could reach a larger audience of people
5) Another idea to consider is whether you have a planning discussion with key media, ad agencies, famous authors and decision makers in country to see how they would recommend bringing this idea to life.  This would increase their buy in and support to the concept.

February 2011
1) Project roll out: Begin signing up ambassadors, media, schools and other individuals to support with the project which should be focussed around the change objective.  Also define different roles / responsibilities within the coalition and also consider whether local corporations could support the work with finance / sponsorship of events.
2) Evidence: Begin to get key stats and data that show the state of the problem of girls and women education in the country, this will help you build an argument that will influence decision makers.
3) Story / material gathering: Begin gathering the stories that really show the  reason why this issue is so important.  This could involve getting media to travel out to meet women themselves and get an idea of the shape / extent of the problem. Stories can be recorded or written and then played or read at the story telling event.
4) Communicating / sharing: post your plans on the GAW website of GCE. Communicate your plans to organizations in the women’s movement and invite them to join the GAW.

March 2011
· Launch: We are recommending that people prepare to do some activity around GAW  for International Women’s Day on March 8th.  2011 marks the 100th Anniversary of this day and is a significant day for recognising and remembering Women’s Rights.  GCE is already working closely with a number of organisations that are planning work on this which would have education as one of the asks.  This is when you should be preparing for the media launch of the campaign (with an Ambassador) and start to raise awareness / profile of the issue in the county and talk about the size / scale of the campaign.  If 1GOAL was a big success in your country, you could consider working with girls football teams to help you with this.  

April 2011
· Final preparations: Meetings in place for key politicians, events organised with politicians, mobilisation of communities in place with clear actions / asks.

May 2011
· Launch of the event / activity plan with full deployment of toolkit with press releases planned pre / post events.
· Action Week 2-8th 

June 2011
· Evaluation of the work carried out – ideally as a group – and impact / insights feed back to regional groups and GCE secretariat.







We are asking you and national influential figures to contribute to The Big Story, and have outlined what this contribution would entail.  Whilst it’s only the first point that would be essential to your involvement in The Big Story we would be keen for your advocates to take part through the publicity and public hearings of The Big Story in order for us to maximise the impact of this action.  The ask for people to be involved in the Big Story is as follows:

1. Contribute a short story about an exceptional woman or about the importance of ensuring that women and girls have the same opportunities as men and boys.

2. For those that can, we would also like to ask you to record the story as it is narrated by a woman or of a woman who made it against all odds to have an education and what it has done for her: on film and audio.  This could then be used on radio / TV

3. We would like to use these recordings as part of an audio version of the Big Story which we can share online on the website and if we get exceptional offers of support, to radio stations for maximum media impact.

4. We would also like you to participate in the Big Story – international high profile event, slated for 4th May by organising national highlight Big Story event. At this stage, the Big Story is considered to be a national event and further thinking will be put into the international elements of this in January 2011, it may be that the priority focus is on national work.  With the right creative, strong political messaging and support, this could present an opportunity to attract international attention and momentum for women and girls’ education. 

The Big Story Highlight Event (2nd – 8th May 2011)
In addition to all other exciting activities that you will be carrying out, we would like you to have a national Big Story highlight event at which you will invite the highest ranking politician you can, if possible the Head of State to be part of the national event. Remember we are focussing on securing high level pledges for 2011. It would really be an achievement for us if we can get high level politicians to make firm commitments at this event which you should then hold him to account for and have deadlines for delivery. 

This is an important year for women. The participation of women’s groups is crucial to the delivery of GAW. Contact and forge links with as many women’s groups as possible to be part of the Highlight Event.

Use every opportunity you can, to get as many people as you can. In countries due for elections, this could be an opportunity to get politicians to be part of this event.  Aim for a suitable and accessible public venue. Preferable venues would be a main square, national libraries, bookshops, in front of a famous building, a national stadium or even inside your parliament/assembly/congress.

Steps for the National Highlight Event
· Invite the Head of State, Finance and education ministers) well in advance to attend the Big Story event and listen to a story, remind them of their commitment to development. The importance of sending invitations well in advance is that it increases your chances of getting the senior-most politicians and if they cannot make it, the likelihood that they will ask another high level leader to represent them is higher than if the invitations are sent late. 
· Ensure you have at least one national women’s group to be part of the event and involve them in the planning stages.
· Inform the politicians that they will be part of history in the making for this event and that their presence will show the world that they care about women and girls’ education. 
· Aim at a huge media event with maximum publicity.  Start priming your local news media on this event well in advance with increased momentum towards the date. If you can, please get free advertising space for the HIGHLIGHT Event.
· Invite as many local celebrities as possible and get them to endorse the Big Story event. Ask them to use every public speaking opportunity to talk about the importance of sending women and girls to school.
· Send out word to local schools and members of the public about the HIGHLIGHT event.
· Present a Dossier of the campaign demands to the Head of State to ensure that they receive the message about their responsibilities in achieving Education for All. (See dossier guide for more detail)
· A concert to wrap up the day’s Big Read will be great, for those coalitions that are able to secure artists.
· Include any other ideas you can think of to increase visibility, numbers and a positive response from your governments.

NOTE: We have enclosed template invitation letters for the Head of State/Finance/Education Minister as well as another one inviting story tellers and celebrities to be part of the Big Story. 

2. 	Organise a national Big Story Launch in April
A national launch event of the Big Story would help get the Big Story into the media. The launch event could be a press conference at which the high profile authors and influential women would launch a report that is being drafted by GCE and Results which would have a strong top line on the impact that poor provision of girls education is having on wider sections of society. Should this not be delivered on time, the alternative is where high profile Ambassadors are available, to use this in some markets to inform the press that the Big Story is launched and they are all invited to listen to stories told about role models and exceptional women in their communities.  If you can, organise small story telling events in different communities and inform the public on where they can go to attend such an event. It’s also a platform on which to start the media work getting the audio Big Story(ies) of your choice into the radio station as well as asking people to be involved in the national highlight event in May.

CONTACT AS MANY SCHOOLS AND LOCAL GROUPS AS POSSIBLE!
A national mailing to schools and local groups will help your national coalition expand its support in schools and communities (See Section C).

Next Steps:
· We want you to compile a list of as many schools as possible in your country and contact them to be part of the Big Story. 
· Encourage the schools to register their participation on line. The more schools participate in your country, the greater the numbers you will record. This will be recorded on the GCE GAW micro-website
· For coalitions, the school mailing pack must include your  contact details on the cover letter so that schools can easily contact you for purposes of depositing their registration forms ( This is for schools who may not be able to register online). 
· Make a note of schools which have received confirmation from politicians. This information is important to share on the national pages of the GCE GAW micro-website and it is hoped that this will attract more public attention and therefore positive responses from politicians. 
· After the event, write to the Head of State your campaign demands and a copy of your Dossier. Detail the number of people who took part supporting your demands. (If you have mobilised lots of people, it is really important for decision makers to know this as they will consider your proposal more seriously).
· It is important that you register your participation using our online registration form so we can use these details to lobby world leaders at international events later in 2011. You may also send the forms by email, but we STRONGLY advise you to register on line as this will make it easier for us to tally the numbers quicker and in a more systematic fashion.
See Details on how you can register/validate for the Big Story in section B.7.

AFTER THE EVENT

- Communicate what has taken place to Muleya including concrete policy asks and results
- Place your GAW documents on the GCE website 

TEMPLATE INVITE LETTER FOR THE HEAD OF STATE/FINANCE/EDUCATION MINISTER BE PART OF THE BIG STORY


Insert logo
Insert Contact details



Insert date 2011

Dear insert name

[You may want to add specific details of situation of women and girls in your country. If it is dire, gently remind the government of its commitment and if it is not dire, encourage your government to increase aid to countries where the situation is dire]

I am writing to invite you to participate in an important activity called the Big Story to be held on XX May 2011. On that day in over 100 countries all over the world politicians, policy makers, campaigners and ordinary citizens will be listening inspirational stories about women and girls and how important it is to educate this segment of our society. 

The Big Story event will happen at  *** GMT on XX May.  It will look at why it is important that everyone including women and girls who in most cases are still disadvantaged has an equal chance at getting an education. We have secured the participation of [ name them here] who as you may know is a national role model. 

We know that your government is committed to development and that you have made special measures to ensure that women and girls are educated. We think that more can still be done and we are prepared to work with you to provide you information on hard to reach stories about women and girls who are still in need of an education. Your presence at our event will indicate your stated commitment to Education for All by 2015.

We look forward to your participation and would appreciate a confirmation by the XX February so that we can make necessary arrangements to accommodate you.

Yours sincerely, 



TEMPLATE INVITE LETTER FOR EXCEPTIONAL WOMEN TO BE PART OF THE BIG STORY 

Insert logo
Insert Contact details


Insert date 2011

Dear insert name,


Yes You Can!  Join us in our campaign for girls & women’s Education Now!
 
We are writing to you with a special opportunity to change the lives of the millions of girls and women still without an education in the world today. We believe that your contribution will lend the much needed support to girls and women education.

The Global Campaign for Education was formed to advocate that every person has a good quality, free, public education.  We run international campaigns that include millions of activists in Global Action Week and the 1GOAL campaign in 2010.  Since our formation in 2000, and with the help of people like you we have helped get an additional 40 million children into school. 

However today, one in four women and girls are still unable to read and write.  A child of an uneducated mother is 50% more likely to die before the age of five, an uneducated woman is 50% more likely to be infected with HIV/AIDS and will also earn much less than if she is educated.  Hence in 2011, when the world is celebrating the 100th Anniversary of International Women’s Day, the Global Campaign for Education’s Action Week is focusing on women and girls and making sure that they all get an education.

We are asking you to join children, teachers, politicians, adult learners, parents, campaigners and take part in our Big Story campaign.  We are asking you to join us in telling your inspiring story to listeners – that inspires them to concentrate on education, and ensure that all girls and women have the chance of a quality safe education. 

You can contribute by telling the story yourself at a national highlight event, narrating the story to someone who can tell it on your behalf, or lastly writing the story for someone to read it out.

Yours sincerely,


B3: BIG STORY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What is the BIG STORY?
The Big Story is an activity that will see people gather to listen to stories about what education can do for many women and girls who are denied an education because of their gender. Stories will be collected from influential women and will be told to gatherings on what education has done for those influential women.

2. What is expected to happen after the Big Story
We expect that after this activity, decision makers will be moved to make major policy pronouncements to ensure that all obstacles making it difficult for women and files to get an education are eradicated. We also expect declarations from governments on putting women and girls’ education on the national education agenda.

3. Who can get involved
Anyone can be part of the Big Story. GCE works with national education coalitions, regional networks and international organizations. National Coalitions will be central in organizing activities. All those who are not part of the coalition but would like to get involved are encouraged to contact the national coalitions so that there is a coordinated national effort. We are also encouraging individuals to register their participation on the GAW micro-website

4. What are individual people being asked to do once they register their participation?
· Encourage friends and family to sign up and share their stories.
· Locate the national coalition in your country (using information on the GCE website) and be part of the national campaign. 
· Become a long term supporter who is prepared to receive and act on messages from the GCE in the future.

5. What do coalitions do to get involved?
GCE is encouraging its member coalitions (and its regional networks and international organizations) to help run this campaign by aiming to get major policy announcement on programs that ensure the advancement of women and girls so that we achieve equity in access and opportunities for education for both males a and females. 

6. How can you contribute to the Big Story
This activity will require people to gather and listen to a story. You can contribute by organizing a story telling activity in your community or by being part of the gathering that will listen to the story. You can also encourage everyone else to attend the story telling activity with you.

7. What is the Global Campaign for Education
The Global Campaign for Education is an international network comprising of organisations and individuals who believe that every person should have a good quality, free, public education.  Every year GCE organises an Action Week in which thousands of educational groups, organisations, and unions run campaigns in over 100 countries, to make sure that their governments are doing what should be done for education.  About 11 million people took part in action week in 2010 calling on governments to finance education through a global campaign 1GOAL.  Next year the efforts will focus on The Big Story and campaigning for women and girls who in many cases do not have access to education as their male counterparts.

8. How will campaign for Women and Girls’ education achieve Education for All in my country?
In many countries women and girls are denied access to education or if they are not, then poverty as well as cultural practices prevent them from getting an education.  If you campaign for women and girls to be educated, you will be contributing to reducing the national poverty burden. If your country has achieved women and girls education to the same levels as that of men and boys, you will be calling on your government to encourage other governments to see the benefits of this. One concrete way would be to encourage them to increase aid which specifically targets women and girls. 

9. What benefits will our coalition get if we run this campaign in our country?
There will be an increased chance of positive changes as governments will be encouraged to listen to your demands and therefore motivated to make positive change.

10. What would we like to see after GAW?
We would like to see at least 20 countries announce major changes favoring women and girls’ education. 

11. Why should you be part of this campaign
There are more than 37 million girls that have never had the chance to enter the school gates. There is evidence showing that educating women and girls can has considerable returns not only for economic growth, but for democracy as well as healthy families. Statistics show that children born to literate mothers are 50% more likely to survive past the age of five[footnoteRef:64]. Yet presently, women and girls still rank lower in access to rights such as education. In health, literature in support of girls’ education tells us that an extra year of a woman’s education has been shown to reduce the risk that her children will die in infancy by 5-10 percent.[footnoteRef:65] According to the World Bank, education offers a ‘window of hope in helping prevent the spread of Aids’.[footnoteRef:66] Women play a major role in building communities and are able to have more control over their own lives after education. In Brazil, illiterate mothers on average have six children while their educated counterparts have three.[footnoteRef:67] The educated mothers are of course better able to invest in their children’s well being and thus foster positive changes in the community.  [64:  See Action Aid website at http://www.actionaidorg/main.aspx?PagID=21]  [65:  Action Aid]  [66:  World Bank]  [67:  Herz & Sperling, “What Works in Girls’ Education: Evidence and Policies from the Developing World”, (2004)] 


12. What other activities will the Secretariat be engaging in?
We will also be running a media campaign to supplement the efforts of national coalitions which you will hear much more information about in the Communications & Media Pack in early 2011.

13. Why should we promote the GAW website? [footnoteRef:68] [68:  www.globalactionweek.org – available from January 2011] 

Individuals will be asked to sign-up online and share their stories on our interactive website map. The public will be able to see stories from across the world and find out more about coalition activities through this site as well as locating their own stories on the world map. Schools will also be able and encouraged to sign-up through the website. Therefore both the public and coalitions will be able to share resources and see the breadth of the campaign as they get involved both before, during and after Action Week by sharing stories online – creating a virtual online community of people who have taken part.

14. What will happen to all the online registrations? 
We will use that number in our global advocacy work. We will also contact these new supporters and encourage them to get involved in further actions – in the main regarding your advocacy actions at the national level. The contact emails of those people who have registered in your country will be available to you as a GCE national coalition to contact them directly.

B4: KEY MESSAGES

1. It should be acknowledged that by 2005, 59 countries had reached gender parity in primary and secondary education.[footnoteRef:69] While there has been a notable increase in the number of girls enrolled the challenge is to not only increase the enrolment numbers but to retain those numbers. [69:  UNESCO] 


2. There is a great need to address factors that exclude girls from accessing education and governments must make great efforts in eradicating gender based discrimination. Consider the following scenarios:

· In Asia somewhere, a baby girl is dumped somewhere, because in some parts of Asia, preference is for baby boys and not girls
· In a tiny African village two sisters of primary school going age spend their days doing back-breaking work in the fields in punishing heat. They would rather be in school but their patriarchal society dictates that girls do not need an education so only their brothers go to school.  
· Though the two sets of girls live on opposite ends of the world, they have the same problem: They are victims of gender based discrimination. It is the various manifestations of this discrimination that conspires to exclude girls out of school. For example, the division of labour along sex lines effectively makes it difficult for girls to perform their chores and also attend school. They grow up to be women with no education.

3. There are larger drop-out rates for girls relative to their male counter parts.  The cycle of discrimination also conspires in ensuring that in adulthood, positions of power and decision-making in the public sphere are dominated by men who will invariably make decisions that reflect the needs of men.   I think this could be the message to develop and focus on further

4. This notwithstanding however, the world, at least in principle, supports equality of opportunities and achieving every human being’s evolving capacities to the full. In tangible terms this is reflected in several international instruments guaranteeing gender equality.

· Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) “...all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and in rights”.
· The international Convention on Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) (1979) defines discrimination against women and sets up an agenda for action to end such discrimination
· In 1993, the Vienna World Conference on Human rights focused on gender inequality and stated clearly that “women’s rights are human rights”

5. Despite all of this, only four countries including Denmark, Finland, Sweden and Norway have absolute gender equality (UNDP Gender related Index). It is a sad reality that 60 years after the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the words in this instrument still sound hollow for that girl who is abandoned or the other one who has to perform back breaking work in fields. Yet a lot can be done to make the ideal set forth in these instruments a reality and the time to act is now!

6. Two of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are committed to girls’ education: 

· MDG 2: Achieve universal primary education
· MDG3: Promote gender equality and empower women.

7. While gender relations may vary from society to society, the general pattern is that women and girls have less personal autonomy and limited influence over the decision making process that shape their societies including decisions on education. Women have a huge influence on the well being of the family and when a country educates both girls and boys equally, economic productivity rises, maternal and infant mortality rates fall and the health and educational prospects of the next generation are improved.

8. An educated girl is much more likely to be empowered to protect herself from sexually transmitted infections including HIV. Refusing or failing to educate females perpetuates the cycle of poverty. This point was emphasized during Education International 5th Triennial Conference in Berlin in July 2007 by Director of the UN division for the Advancement of Women Carolyn Hannan when she said that education of women and girls is vital for the transformation of societies.

“Issues such as curricula revision, teacher training, school environment and the role of the family and the community need to be addressed in the global advocacy and policy efforts on the education of women and girls, ” Hannan said.

9. About 72 million of the world’s children, two thirds of them girls are out of school. In interrogating the systematic discrimination, campaigners could do a lot in understanding and formulating steps that end this cycle. For example, on an individual and group basis, talk to your parents, teachers and friends on how things are different for boys and girls, men and women. 



B5: OVERALL POLICY DEMANDS

Rich countries should:
· Meet their fair share of the financing gap for basic education of $16 billion per year
· Ensure that aid is targeted towards regions and countries with large numbers of girls out of school and where girls are disadvantaged relative to boys
· Scale up their aid to adult literacy and urge partner countries to prioritise women's literacy programmes
· Make aid predictable and available for the core running costs of education and especially to ensure an adequate supply of female teachers
· Support countries to develop education sector plans that specifically include initiatives on women's and girls' education both within and beyond the classroom

Poor countries should: 
· Ensure that their education sector plans include initiatives on women's and girls' education, such as stipends and scholarships, provision of sanitary facilities, and uniform grants
· Make school curricula gender-sensitive and ensure that teachers are trained and supported to deliver these
· Provide incentives for women teachers to enter the profession and ensure postings are appropriate for them
· Make schools safe for girls, and agree appropriate sanctions to tackle harassment of girls in schools by teachers, fellow pupils and others
· Invest 3% of their education budgets in literacy provision, with special emphasis on women's literacy programmes
· Ensure that such items are adequately budgeted for, within an overall education budget of 20% of the total

International Financing Institutions

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) should advocate and implement more flexible inflation and deficit targets in its lending to LICs, through 2015 at a minimum.  Targets should be set in accordance with the spending required to achieve MDG and EFA goals in those countries, and especially to accommodate scale-up of payroll to accommodate teacher training, hiring and retention to ensure governments can re-build professional teaching forces and deploy professional teachers in the numbers required to fulfill access and quality goals.
 
The World Bank (WB) should advocate governments allocate sufficient funds to invest in re-building professional teaching forces rather than subjecting professional teaching forces to cost-cutting as a triage action.  The WB should move away from its traditional advice of deploying para-teachers (those whose level of education and professional training as educators do not meet professional standards) and instead advocate for the funds and processes needed to re-build professional teaching forces. The WB should also allocate more IDA funds for education in the form of grants, and should cease all interference in the activities of the Fast Track Initiative (FTI).

B6: DOSSIER GUIDE

There are a number of activities that have been lined up for 2011 but the main action is the BIG STORY.  The theme is “women and girls’ education”. 

Like in the years past, campaigners and educators can select the most appropriate methods to build up a dossier. You must aim to present the dossier to leaders at the national highlight event between 2nd and 8th May 2011. The Dossier will help coalitions get the messages across to politicians on the status of women and girls’ education in your country.  

What is a Dossier?
A dossier is simply a collection of data containing detailed information about a particular subject. In our case, the Dossier should contain detailed information on the status of women and girls’ education in your country, including the strengths and weaknesses and what has so far been achieved in the education sector. It should detail the shortcomings clearly so that it forms the basis of your year-around advocacy on Education for All.

What is its purpose?
The purpose of this dossier is to show politicians and other policy makers the gaps that exist in education between females and males and the urgent steps required in order to address that gap. The dossier should indicate the urgency of the matter as we close in on the deadline.

What to include:
It is important that this dossier addresses women and girls in your country, but if your country provides equal opportunities for education between girls and boys, you may want to discuss how much your country supports those countries who have not yet achieved this. Find out how many women and girls do not have an education in your country (where applicable). This will help you in your campaign effort. It is important to reflect on this problem and to insist that not only should education be accessible, but it should be quality and relevant to all, particularly for disadvantaged groups such as women and girls.

There is no single ‘right’ way to create your dossier; however, it is highly recommended that an evaluation of your country’s performance on Education for All goals and the specific national actions you demand are reflected in your dossier. Campaigners and educators are free to choose the methodology which is most applicable in their countries in order to build up a strong case to present before the politicians/policy makers.



Examples of what to include in the dossier may be, but are not restricted to the following:

1. The Current national population 
2. How many people are in school and how many should be, but are out of school
3. Of those out of school, how many are women and girls
4. The current budgetary allocation to education
5. A sample of interviews from women and girls who did not have the opportunity to go to school and the impact this has had on their lives. This could be in the form of short stories or for those coalitions who can, it can be video recorded and shown as part of the Big Story activities.
6. A sample of interviews of women who are educated and what education has done for them. As in (5) above, these interviews can be video-recorded by coalitions with the means to do so and shown as part of the Big Story activities.
7. For rich countries: How much your government is giving towards Education for All in poorer countries.
8. Produce an illustrated mapping chart that shows the areas where women and girls are least likely to have an education and an explanation as to why this is the case. For example people in rural/far flung areas do not have access to schools
9. A similar mapping chart showing well resourced schools providing both boys and girls with life changing lessons.

Handing over the Dossier
The dossier should be handed over to the Government during your national Big Story highlight event (see Key Action sheet). A summary of what the dossier contains could also be sent later to all of the Politicians or Officials who went to the Big Story during Global Action Week.  This is meant to be part of the follow up actions coalitions will engage in in order to secure pledges throughout the year.





B7: ONLINE RESOURCES

A website is being developed to provide an online portal for the public to register for Global Action Week (GAW) 2011, find out information and become more involved in the campaign. This is in order to obtain more data about those who participate in Global Action Week and involve them in longer term actions for GCE coalitions.

The Global Action Week site will primarily be a place where individual members of the public can register and share their own stories on education:

Public:
· Simple online registration and data capture of public email addresses to involve them in Global Action Week and coalition communications.
· A simple, interactive way to register for Global Action Week that will attract them to the site to achieve the above figures to show the breadth of the Global Action Week involvement around the world through an online map and story collection.
· Ability to view stories from other people and celebrities around the world alongside information of what each national coalition will be doing.

There will also be a separate private site which streamlines the registration, resource download and feedback process for coalition members taking part in Global Action Week:

Coalitions:
· A platform for GAW simple registration by coalition and Education International members to provide data required by the GCE Secretariat parts of which can also be displayed on the public site.
· For those coalitions who register to be able to easily download the necessary resources from the Secretariat.
· For coalitions to upload information about their national GAW activities, resources and photos that will be able to be viewed by the public on the online map.
· For feedback on GAW to be communicated simply to the GCE Secretariat and ensure requirements are met following GAW (NB: this feature will be added in April).

The 'public’ site – sharing the big story across the world online

This will include:
· A simple registration form (similar to 1GOAL sign-up form) that is displayed over a map of the world showing stories from each country.

· Users will be encouraged to share their stories and assign a location on the map for their story. This will allow people to share their own stories, see stories from countries around the world and find those stories near them – for example their school / town via a map search function. Celebrity stories will also be shown and be able to be searched for.

· Each coalition that registers for GAW online through the coalition site will be represented on the map with details of the actions being run and resources available, there will also be space for coalitions to upload photos of their events. Users will then be able to see details of their national coalitions when searching the map.

· There will also be a section for teachers to register and obtain resources e.g lesson plans, videos. Coalitions will be able & encouraged to upload their country specific resources so that these can be available online to teachers/groups in their country.

· There will be a low bandwidth option available of the site as well as an ‘iFrame’ developed to allow those coalitions who would like to host the story map on their own site to be able to do so (this will be available from mid-January).

We are aiming for the following timeline:
· 15th December 2010: English version of site functioning & live by approx
· End December 2010: French & Spanish versions 
· Mid-January: Arabic version
· Mid-January: iFrame function to add to coalitions’ own website available 

It is however important to note that whilst we will try our best to achieve these deadlines, technology can be hard to predict and if errors or problems are encountered there may be a delay especially with limited resources available. We will however try to ensure these deadlines are met and carried through.

The site will be hosted at (from mid-December):www.globalactionweek.org
We encourage coalitions to use this URL in their promotional material from January and encourage people to sign-up to GAW and share their story on the site so we can represent the incredible spread of GAW activities and people taking part across the world. Please include this in your information that you send to those taking part in Global Action Week – not only can they take part in The Big Story through your own events but they can also share their stories and see those from across the world online.

[image: GCE_logo_RGB_EN]



GCE Global Action Week
2 – 8th May, 2011

Schools Pack

It’s a Right, Make it Right!
Education for Girls and Women Now!

The Big Story

SECTION C

Dear Head Teacher, Teacher, or Colleague

Re: The Global Campaign for Education’s - Big Story Lesson

We are writing to invite your school to take part in The Big Story Lesson between the 2nd and 8th May 2011.  In over 100 countries all over the world, millions of children and adults will be participating in the Big Story, to listen to inspiring stories of remarkable women and girls who have made it through school, some of them, despite many odds stacked against them. We hope that your school can participate in this important lesson and that it will be as educational as it will be entertaining for the learners.

The Big Story Lesson is on the importance of women and girls having an education. Many women and girls cannot read or write because they have never been to school. Some have been to school, but had to drop out because there was no money to send them to school. Leaders have promised that they will create conditions that make it possible for women and girls to go to school and we hope that this promise is kept in 2011. 

As you can see from the materials we have the support of some of the world’s most remarkable women and we hope that this will be both inspirational and enjoyable. The teachers and children in your school will have the chance to join with millions of others and be part of this exciting global event. At the end of the lesson we would like you to validate your participation on line so that your school is counted with thousands of other schools all over the world.

We have a new and exciting interactive website which will allow you to add stories and locate your country on the world map. You will be able to register on the website as a teacher/school and receive a unique URL which you can use to get your students to directly share their stories online either as part of the lesson or afterwards. Stories from your school will then be shown on the online map at your school’s location for people to see around the world. You will also have an opportunity to see what is happening in other schools and read other stories from people all over the world.

We have prepared a few resources to help you take part in the Big Story Lesson.

· The Big Story lesson plan.
· A sample letter for you to invite a politician to be part of your activities
· Details on the online registration process for you to register online. (If your school cannot register on line, you will still be required to go online and print out the form, fill it out and email it to us at actionweek@campaignforedcuation.org.
· A few questions and Answers

We hope you will consider taking part in this exciting activity in support of giving every girl and woman a chance to have an education. 

Yours Sincerely, 

[Insert the details/signatures/logos of your national coalition here. Having several signatures from CSO groups and teaching unions can show the broad coalition behind the campaign, which will make this mailing more credible and encourage more people to take part. If we or you secure signatures or quotes from players in your country that you think will be useful then please indicate it here].

SAMPLE INVITATION LETTER TO POLITICIANS/LOCAL ROLE MODEL (PREFERABLY FEMALE)
 

Dear   ,

 
[National coalition may want to add specific details of situation in your country as well as the BIG STORY activity before sending this to schools in the school pack. Also you might want to change the word politicians to a more relevant word in your country]
 
I am writing to invite you to visit our school on XX May and take part in the Big Story Lesson. On that day in over 100 countries all over the world, there will be millions of children and other education campaigners participating in the Big Story activity in support of every woman and girl having the chance to go to school and learn.  Women and girls make up more hat two thirds of the 72 million people out of school all over the world. 

The lesson will happen at  *** GMT on XX  May.  It explains that many women and girls can’t read or write because they have never been to school and some have had to drop out of school because there is no money to take them to school. Leaders have promised this will change and we hope that in 2011 this promise will be kept. We hope you can join us. 
 
[Insert information on your school here including contact details and address and any local links with the politician/sports star if relevant].
 
Yours sincerely, 


 
 
Headteacher

REGISTERING YOUR PARTICIPATION

1. Visit www.globalactionweek.org [from January 2011] and you will be able to sign-up your school to GAW online.
2. Click on the link ‘sign-up as a teacher/school’ and complete your details including your location. 
3. You will then receive a unique URL which you can use to sign-up students from your school directly so that their stories will appear on the website as part of your school. 
4. You will also find details of your national coalition and what activities they are running for GAW as well as other stories near you.
5. You will be able to find resources, celebrity stories (when available) and other information on GAW on this website.


VALIDATE YOUR PARTICPATION

Once you have taken part in the activities you will need to inform your national education coalition, with details of your participation, any photos or stories, as well as the numbers involved.  


THE “BIG STORY” LESSON PLAN


OBJECTIVES
1. To discuss the fact that millions of children and adults have never had the chance to go to school and that the majority of these are women and girls.
2. To discuss the promises made by world leaders and the fact that they haven’t acted on this promise.
3. To show how students can send a message as part of this worldwide effort.

At the end of the lesson learners should:
· Understand the benefits that can result from educating girls.
· Appreciate the differences in the way of life of other children from different parts of the world
· Understand the things that make it possible for girls to be in school as well as the obstacles that keep them out.

PART A

SECTION A INTRODUCTION (5 Mins)
The teacher explains that children in countries all over the world are taking part along with some of the world’s most remarkable women in the Big Story Lesson in solidarity with millions of women and girls who do not have an education.

The teacher asks the class if they know how many people are out of school and how many of those are women and girls. 

Teacher could share some basic facts.
· 115 million children around the world have never been to school
· 58 million children currently not in school are girls
· Two- thirds of illiterate adults are women

An uneducated girl is more likely to:
· Marry early
· Have malnourished children and lose children to disease
· Be poor

Teacher asks them if they know any woman or girl who has done something remarkable. Did this woman go to school?

 (The teacher can use pictures and quotes from women who have agreed to be part of the Big Story) 

SECTION B – GENDER ROLES AND EDUCATION

Teacher asks if learners can identify circumstances that perpetuate gender inequality in education.

Teacher asks the importance of educational opportunities for females in developing countries.

[(For advanced classes discuss the Convention on the Rights of the Child)
Build some knowledge about geography, different cultures and living conditions for children in least developed countries.

Ask learners what they think can be done to promote equal opportunities for males and females in education]

Teacher asks learners to name some jobs they know about and ask them if these jobs are done typically by men and/or women 

Ask them what chores they are required to do at home? Are there some chores that are done typically by men/women? Is this division fair? 

Ask learners how they would feel if their parents told them that they would not be able to go to school because there are too many chores to be done at home.

Ask learners why schooling is important and reasons why some children, particularly girls, don’t go to school. 

Some of the answers could be:
· Some children live in conflict areas or are affected by natural disasters
· In some cultures, girls are given priority when funds for education are limited. 
· Girls may be forced  to drop out of school, into early marriage so that they can dedicate themselves to housework
· Some children live very far away from schools and getting to school may be dangerous so they are kept at home. Girls may especially be targets for harassment and violence
· Poverty: some children are forced to contribute to the family income by being child labourers
· They do not have money to buy books and uniforms
· They do not have money to pay school fees
· There are not enough schools to take in everyone
· There are not enough teachers

Ask learners to think of reasons why it is important to educate girls.
Answers could include:
· An educated girl will grow up to be an educated woman and is likely to be healthier, economically empowered and her children are more likely to go to school
· Educated women provide better health care for themselves and their children
· Early marriages can be postponed and the incidence of disease like AIDS is reduced.

Teacher asks the class to imagine what their lives would be like if girls never went to school?
Teacher lets 2-3 children say the impact of not having an education.

Teacher gives examples of the benefits of educating everyone including girls. Some examples could be:
· Educated people are healthier people because they will make healthier choices in life and they also have access to information on healthy living
· Education combats hunger. Women who are educated are more likely to have children who are well nourished
· Education saves lives.  A child born to an educated mother is two times more likely to survive to the age of five.
· Education helps end poverty

Teacher asks if the class thinks it is fair that not all women and girls get the chance to go to school.

SECTION C – WHAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT IT
Ask learners what they think would make it easier for girls to be in school. 
Some answers might include:
· Increase government support for girls’ education in the developing world.
· Provide sanitation facilities fir girls to protect their privacy
· Remove stereotypes in illustrations that make girls seem inferior
· Remove school fees and other hidden costs towards education
· Encourage boys and men to be advocates for women and girls’ education

SECTION D. EVALUATION (5 Minutes)
Teacher asks the whole class the following questions. If there is a politician, you may call on them to answer some of the questions.
Q1. How many children in the world are not in school?
Q2. Which group is most disadvantaged when it comes to education?
Q3. Name a famous woman who is educated?
Q4. Name some reasons why education is important?
Q5. What must be done to improve education for boys and girls? 

MESSAGE TO POLITICIANS 
The Teacher asks learners to state what message on women and girls’ education they would like to send to decision makers and politicians.  Maybe one learner could be assigned a story to tell beforehand.

If there is a politician present, teacher asks politician to comment on the lesson and the story told. 

Learners ask the politician questions about the different stories of women and girls from all over the world and what they are going to do to help women and girls who are not in school. 

If politician not present then learners can prepare messages to send to politician on what they need to do to ensure that everyone had an education.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. How many people will take part?
We expect millions of children and adults from all over the world will take part in over 100 countries. 

2. Do I have to let you know I am taking part before the event takes place?
No you don’t, though we would prefer it if you could, as it helps us with knowing what to tell the media. We would like you to tell either your local education group who sent you this mailing, or by registering on the website www.campaignforeducation.org 
 
3. Who is the GCE?
The Global Campaign for Education is a not-for-profit association made up of lots of separate civil society organisations including campaign groups, charities, trade unions and child rights advocates. It has members all across the world and its aim is to ensure that everyone in the world has the chance of a quality basic education.
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