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What is the Global Campaign for Education?

The Global Campaign for Education (GCE) is a civil society movement that aims to end the global education crisis.  Together we hold governments to account for their promises repeatedly made to provide Education for All.  The GCE’s mission is to make sure that government’s act now to deliver the right of every girl, boy, woman and man to a free quality public education.  

Since our formation in 1999, over 10 million people in thousands of organizations across 120 countries have united to call for Education For All.  Civil society organizations, teacher’s unions, child rights campaigners, teachers, parents and students have joined together to demand universal education.

Why Education?

Education is a fundamental human right, yet 80 million children are still out of school - the majority of them are girls. Over 800 million adults are unable to read and write - the majority of them are woman.  Not only is education a right and entitlement, but it is also crucial to tackling global poverty, improving health, halting the spread of HIV and AIDS and enabling people to play a full, active part in their communities.  

What has been promised?

Time and time again world leaders have promised to right this wrong and achieve Education for All.  Education was enshrined in the UN Declaration of Human Rights since 1948.  World Leaders have signed up to the Education for All goals and the UN Millennium goals set for 2015.

Education for All (EFA) goals:
As agreed by over 180 countries at the World Education Forums in 1990 and 2000 in Jometian and Dakar.  These goals are set for 2015.

· Expand early childhood care and education

· Provide free and compulsory primary Education for All

· Promote learning and life skills for young people and adults

· Increase adult literacy by 50%

· Achieve gender parity by 2005, and gender equality by 2015

· Improve the quality of education

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) - the two of the eight that focus on education:
As agreed by 191 Heads of State at the UN Millennium Summit in 2000

· Ensure that all boys and girls complete primary schooling by 2015

· Eliminate gender disparities in primary education by 2005, and at all levels by 2015

Global Campaign for Education Principles
The campaign is driven by the conviction that quality education for all is achievable, and by the concern for the immense costs of failure.

The GCE believes that in an increasingly knowledge-based economy, exclusion from education will translate into growing poverty, inequality and deprivation.

The Global Campaign for Education commits itself to achieve its mission with objectivity, transparency and accountability and to follow democratic norms and processes in all its plans and actions.


We believe education is 

· A universal human right; 
· The key to poverty alleviation and sustainable human development; 
· A core responsibility of the state; 
· Achievable if governments mobilize the political will and available resources. 
Our demands
With so much to gain, there can be no excuse for delay. The GCE therefore demands that governments north and south take immediate action to implement the Education for All goals and strategies agreed by 185 world governments at Dakar in April 2000. In particular, we call: 

· On governments, to involve citizens' groups, teachers and communities in developing concrete plans of action for delivering and sustaining free, good quality public education for all; 

· On governments, to abolish fees and charges for public primary education, and to increase their own spending on adult, early childhood, primary and basic education, with priority investments in schools and teachers serving the most disadvantaged groups; 

· On the World Bank and rich Northern countries, to increase aid and debt relief for basic education, and fund a Global Initiative to back national plans with speedy, coordinated and predictable delivery of the additional resources needed; 

· On civil society organizations, to hold their own governments and international institutions accountable for upholding the right to education, and delivering on the Education for All goals.

So far

The GCE has grown from year to year, there are now education coalitions in over 120 countries. Our annual global action week has seen millions around the world join together to take action on education. Campaign activities have been attended by globally renowned figures including:  Nelson Mandela, President Lula of Brazil, Angelina Jolie and Graca Machel and we have involved dozens of heads of state in our campaign events. 

GCE members have also helped secure numerous policy changes since we were formed.  Overall we have seen the number of children out of school decrease from 100 million in 2000 to 80 million now. We have seen increases in aid to education from most developed countries. Numerous developing countries have announced policy decisions at action week events including new teacher recruitment, increased education budgets, abolition of fees and special programmes to increase enrollement of girls. 

The last two World Assemblies in Delhi and Johannesburg developed the framework for this campaigning and the next World Assembly in Sao Paulo will determine how the GCE works in the future. 

World Assembly and Board
GCE member organizations and coalitions meet once every three years at the World Assembly to determine the future direction of the campaign.  The Assembly also elects the campaign's Board, which makes policy decisions, oversees the development of campaign strategy, manages the budget, and guides the work of the secretariat. 


The Board is accountable to the members, and members are welcome to propose new initiatives, actions and positions to the Board (usually via the secretariat). Current Board representatives are: 


	Global Campaign for Education Board – 2007

President:  Kailash Satyarthi (Global March Against Child Labour) 
Chairperson:  Elie Jouen (Education International)

Board Members: 

· David Archer (ActionAid Internatoinal) 

· Daniel Cara (Campanha Nacional pelo Direito a Educacao, Brazil) 

· Nelida Céspedes (CEAAL, Panama) 

· Rasheda Choudhury (CAMPE, Bangladesh) 

· Sita Dewkalie (Oxfam NOVIB) 

· Maria Khan (ASPBAE) 

· Solly Mabusela (South Africa) 

· Cleophas Mally (Global March Against Child Labour) 

· Assibi Napoe (Education International, Togo)

· Gorgui Sow (ANCEFA)


The next World Assembly will take place in Brazil, January 2008 and is open to all fully paid-up members. 

GCE Membership

Membership of GCE is open to civil society organizations and networks that subscribe to the GCE’s principles and demands (see above) and agree to uphold our constitution http://www.campaignforeducation.org/about/about_constitution_en.html).

There are several stages to go through:

1) Decide which category of membership you are applying for

Membership of GCE is open to independent and democratic national and regional coalitions of civil society organisations, and international networks and non-governmental organisations working for quality public education for all.

There are four types of membership:

· International Organisation

· Regional Network 

· National Coalition

· Associate Member 

You need to choose which of those types of membership you wish to apply for. The first three are full members of GCE. The Associate member is governed by the following guidelines “The GCE can admit special organisations and corporate institutions as associate members provided they pledge to respect the principles and mission of the GCE. A non-civil society organisation may also be admitted as an associate member of the campaign if it commits itself to the mission and principles of the campaign, and it undertakes practical actions in support of the GCE. Any civil society organisation, which is already part of a GCE member national /regional/international coalition, can become an associate member in its own right. Associate members have no voting rights in the GCE World Assembly”
2) Call a meeting of your coalition/network/organisation – invite all those who are involved as this needs to be a joint discussion

It is helpful if you can notify the GCE secreteriat of this meeting in advance, we can then ensure that other Education campaigners who have contacted the GCE in the past from your country/region/constituency are informed about the meeting. It might also be possible for a member of the GCE Board or secreteriat to attend your meeting if you want them to.

3) At the meeting make a joint decision on if you want to become formal members of GCE

You will need to jointly fill in the membership application form found on our website http://www.campaignforeducation.org/about/about_membership.php 

You need to confirm you subscribe to the GCE’s principles and demands (see above) and agree to uphold our constitution http://www.campaignforeducation.org/about/about_constitution_en.html). You also need to agree how the small but important membership fee will be paid. 

4) Send the GCE secretariat the form 

Please send the form to Yunus at the GCE HQ – or you can fax it to +27 (0)11 447 4138 or e-mail it to Yunus@campaignforeducation.org 

We will then present the application to the next board meeting and let you know when membership has been approved. 

To be able to receive financial support to travel to the next World Assembly you need to send in an application for membership by 30TH July or you need to notify us that you are preparing an application.


Please note one education coalition per country is recognised and should include a teachers union.  Individuals and national organisations or trade unions are not eligible to apply on their own – they must join via their national coalition.

Benefits of Membership

· Participate fully in a global recognised and respected movement for Education for All.

· Participate in Decision Making on the Global Campaign for Education at the World Assembly

· Stand for election to the management structures of GCE

· Use GCE logo on materials, documents and resources (with permission from the secretariat)

· Receive e-mail updates and news on developments in education

· Receive campaign materials, publications including GCE’s Big Book, School Report, Posters, DVD and Action Week resources. 

· Eligible to apply for funding for Global Action Week Grants and other advocacy activities.

· If short of resources members will receive sponsorship to attend the World Assembly.

What are the Rights and Obligations of Members?

· Members are committed to advocate for Education Rights during Global Action Week.

· Members must report back their advocacy work on education to the secretariat so they can be shared with other members across the world.

· Members must pay their annual membership fees to be delegates to the World Assembly (it varies according to your size – it is only $100 for a national coalition – see the GCE constitution on the campaign website or contact Yunus@campaignforeducation.org for more information)

· Members should monitor the success of campaigning on education and the implementation of the EFA goals at local, national, regional and international levels.

Contact:

Yunus Dhoda

yunus@campaignforeducaton.org
Finance Manager,

Global Campaign for Education Secretariat

PO Box 521733, Saxonwold, Johannesburg 2132, South Africa

Tel: +27 (0)11 447 4111 or Fax: +27 (0)11 447 4138
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