Media Conference Call Advisory

Contact: Alex Kent (+27 76 428 5390 or alex@campaignforeducation.org) 
Tuesday 21st April, 15.00 GMT

MEDIA CONFERENCE CALL:

Angelique Kidjo, Ishmael Beah and Education Advocates 

Join Together to Call for Education for All and Launch “Big Read”
What?
Press teleconference with education advocates from around the world, launching the Global Campaign for Education “Big Read” and calling for Education for All.
Who? 
Angelique Kidjo (Activist and Grammy award winning artist from Benin)

Ishmael Beah (Former child soldier, author of New York Times best seller “A Long Way Gone”)

Assibi Napoe (Chairperson of GCE & Coordinator of Education International, Africa)

David Gartner (Spokesperson for GCE-USA)

When?

Tuesday 21st April 2009
Washington DC: 
11.00 – 12.00
Los Angeles:

08.00 – 09.00

Details: 
USA Dial In: 

800 289 0741

International Dial In: 
+1 913-312-0392
Passcode: 

212140

Why?
Angelique and Ishmael are lead advocates in the Global Campaign for Education’s Action Week. From April 20th – 26th, over nine million children around the world will take part in reading “The Big Read” and add their names to the call for governments to ensure Education for All. 

The “Big Read” is a book of short stories about education written by influential figures including Angelique Kidjo, Ishmael Beah, Queen Rania of Jordan, Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu and Natalie Portman. 

774 million adults are illiterate and 75 million children are not in school, yet education is one of the best investments the world can make right now to combat poverty and improve health and governance.  Despite 40 million more children in school since 2000, new UN data shows that this progress may be lost in the global financial crisis as a result of cuts in aid to education.
RSVP: 
Alex Kent alex@campaignforeducation.org 

The Global Campaign for Education, founded in 1999, brings together major non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and teachers’ unions in more than 120 countries. GCE promotes access to education as a basic human right and raises public awareness to create the political will for governments and other leaders in the international community to fulfil their promises to provide at least a free, public basic education for all children. Ever April GCE organizes a week of campaigning on education called Global Action Week.  This year’s Action Week is called ‘The Big Read’ 20th – 26th April www.campaignforeducation.org/bigread
