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Add your headline here – for example:
More and better financing needed to realise equitable, inclusive, and free 

quality public education for all in XXXX
The opening section should include your headline news – which could be news of a forthcoming event, an event which has just taken place, your organisation’s call to action, or a government announcement. Make sure you name the key players – your organisation, any government ministers; identify what the ‘news’ angle is – if something has changed, if there is a new report, for example; who is affected – for example, will this be important news for out-of-school children; and say why this news is important. For example:

Forty representatives from civil society, governmental and UN organisations met during the 29th African Union Summit to discuss the achievement of more and better-quality financing for education. Organised by the Global Campaign for Education (GCE) and the Africa Network Campaign on Education For All (ANCEFA), with the support of the Global Partnership for Education (GPE), the meeting discussed how education organisations and civil society can work together to push African leaders to deliver strong political commitments to invest in education – and, importantly, to be held accountable –to ensure all African children are receiving quality, safe education, and that systems are achieving results and strong learning outcomes. 

Add some contextual and background information in this section – a little more about the issue. For example:

Education is the basic right of every child. It reduces poverty, boosts economic growth and increases income. Despite the progress made since 2000 in providing children access to school, 264 million children remain out-of-school across the world. 78 million of these children at the primary and lower-secondary level live in GPE partner countries, and nearly 57 million out-of-school children are in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Add more detailed aspects of the news story you want to tell next. For example:
The 2017 African Union Summit theme is ‘Harnessing the Demographic Dividend through Investments in Youth’. Equitable, quality education is the foundation upon which the continent will yield a demographic dividend, and education is a critical investment to achieving both the Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda 2063.  Equally important is the growing recognition of the need to increase financing and investments to expand quality learning opportunities for job creation, social cohesion, and to build strong, resilient, and capable systems. These systems must be responsive to the needs of individual countries/regions, their children and young people.
If you can get a quotation from a key figure, include this here, and make sure the quotation backs up the news angle. The quotation can also have more ‘personality’ – for example it can be passionate, angry, celebratory as suits the tone of your news. 

Henry Malumo, GCE’s Education Financing Campaign Manager stated: “We look to the African Union to place financing for education at the centre of its current reforms, which aim to achieve the SDGs and Agenda 2063. Without recognising the importance of education – and the importance of adequately financing education – the realisation of these agendas will remain a distant hope.”
In this closing section you can include your conclusions and any demands you are making. For example:
Civil society called on African leaders to:
· Support efforts on national and global tax reforms in order to unlock finance for education through tax justice;
· Spend 20% of their total public expenditure on education, in accordance with the Incheon Declaration, 2015, and to commit to this expenditure at the Global Partnership for Education replenishment summit in early 2018;
· Increased domestic financing should be accompanied by equitable and quality spending of resources to ensure quality education for all by 2030;
· To partner with GPE, as well as GCE and other civil society organisations to develop education sector plans which reach the most marginalised children. Further, to host an AU Summit on education in Africa in 2018, to make detailed commitments to achieving education for all, thus harnessing the demographic dividend;
· The Committee of Heads of State created by the African Union to provide a plan of action supporting the Continental Education Strategy for Africa; and
· To renew their domestic financing commitments to education and pledge to increase public expenditure on education during major global fora in the coming year, including the GPE replenishment conference.
The international community also must step up its commitment to financing education and ensure financing is complementary to and leverages domestic financing, through existing mechanisms like GPE. 

-ENDS-
In this section you can add any endnotes to explain concepts you have mentioned in the body of the press release.

Add the contact details (including mobile phone numbers) and make offers of interviews with key figures here if possible. For example:
Henry Malumo is available for comment and interview on 1 November 2017. To arrange an interview or for further comment please contact:

Shaharazad Abuel-Ealeh

Head of Communications

Global Campaign for Education

+27 11 447411

sherry@campaignforeducation.org
If you have photos of key figures or of your event, send these along with the press release, and make sure you follow-up by calling journalists to encourage them to cover the story.
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