
 JOINT STATEMENT ON INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE AFRICAN CHILD 2019 - JUNE 16 

We, the participants from Africa, Europe, Asia and South America, attending the 100 Million 

campaign meeting in Accra, Ghana, wish to join the rest of the International Community to 

commemorate the Day of the African Child. 

 

We recall that on June 16, 1976, nearly ten thousand black students from Soweto, South Africa, 

marched the streets to protest the poor quality of their education. Their peaceful demonstration was 

met with brutality from the security forces resulting in the shooting of many innocent, defenseless 

and unarmed students. 

 

And during the two weeks’ protests that followed, dubbed the Soweto Uprising, more than hundred 

children and young people were killed, and thousands of others sustained injuries. 

 

The Organisation of African Unity (OAU) now African Union (AU) declared the Day, in 1991, as the 

African Child Day to pay tribute to victims of the Soweto Uprising and recognize the courage of 

students who marched for their rights. 

 

More than 4 decades later, 262 million children are still out of school, being denied their basic right 

to education. This remains unrealized because of lack of access and ancillary issues such as violence 

or chaos existing in the country.  

 

We also stand in solidarity with our fellow students and young people around the world who continue 

to face imprisonment, exile and violence for standing up for their rights and academic freedom.  

 

We, recognizing the transformational power of education, strongly urge governments to take a critical 

review of the current state of achieving SDG 4 by 2030 and pay special attention to ensuring the 

most vulnerable have access to free and quality education.  

 

Lives were lost on this day fourty-four years ago; lives are still being lost today for a right that is not 

yet realised. How many more lives are we willing to lose before we implement change?  
 

Accra June 16, 2019 
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