The
Big

Devli has become the voice of
children deprived of education
due to poverty, exploitation or
slavery.

Three generations of her family
had been slaves in the stone
quarries of Haryana, India, living
and dying without ever seeing the outside world until
she and 112 others were rescued in 2004.

Devliis now 11 and lives in Jodhpur with her

family. She recently represented deprived children
at the launch of ‘Education for All: Class of 2015’

at the United Nations in New York. She silenced

the gathering of some of the world’s most powerful
people when she told them how she had managed to
get 15 children from her village to attend school, and
threw out a challenge:

As a result the leaders pledged resources to ensure
that the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) in
education is achieved and to help educate over 15
million children around the world.

REa s



om Devli. | was born in a steone guarry in Haryana.

My porents were also born there. Our entire fomily

workeol in the stone guarry as we were bonoleol
lobourers. € was only when we were rescied by Bachpon
Rachao Andolon that we understocd what i€ meons to
e free.

| storteol uforkino ot the age of {ive. | useo to break
bigger rocks inte swaller ones. My sisters andl | usedl to
lood rocks inte trucks alona with everyone else. We haol
never seen a banana or any fruit. When we were Sfirst
oiven a bhanana ofter beino rescued, we ate it without
Peeh‘zg‘ 1t ofL. We haol never seen paper andl dicn't new
any ina beyeonol the stone guarry onol the werk there.

After rescie we were given homes in Joolheur, our native
place, in a colony, where | stay now. | went to Balika
Ashrom, a centre of BBA in Dethi where | learned to
reaol anol write and also received training in how to use
computers. After staying there for a vear, | went back
to my porents anodl now stuoly in the school in my
vi!laoe.

| also enrolled 15 chilolren into scheool in my village. | om
now in class five. | like going te scheol, stuo(y?ng Hinol:
onol Enoh‘sk onol Playino with my friencls. | want to be a
teacher when | Jrow up.

Devli’s story in her own words (translated by Sandya Ch)

NOW YOU'VE READ THIS, GIVE SOMEONE ELSE THE CHANCE

¥ write your nane for those who can't -z~

www.campaignforeducation.org/bigread
(If you can't get online, use the page at the back of this book)
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